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but that of the high Operation can facilitate the Ex- 
traction of an extraneous Body, whofe Branches can- 
not fail caufing considerable Lacerations 3 unlefs.they 
found fome favourable Circumftances, and that the 
Contexture of it were brittle enough to break it be- 
fore its being extracted. 

But I am aware, Sir, that I do but Hammer on a. 
Subject quite foreign to me. Guriofity, join'd to the 
perfed Veneration I have for you, were my Motives 
in examining it. AH Europe, does Juftice to your 
Merit. Such a Suffrage as mine can add nothing to 
your Reputation, .and only does Honour, to my Bit 
cernment. 

I have the Honour to be with the greatefl R,efpe&, . 

SIR* 

Tour moft humble 
And moft obedient Servant, 

The Marquis o/Caumont. 



V. An Account of the Cap above-mentioned, 
tranjlated from the French by Mr. Zoli- 
man, F.K. S. 

ONE Jofeph Vaffe, Inhabitant of Le Thor, a 
fmall Town at a fhort League's Diilance from 
Lijle in the County of VenatJJln, aged Sixty-fix 
Y,ears, of a robuft Conftitution, who ufed to travel 
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about to lairs and Markets in that County, dealing in 
Corn and Cattle, without having ever complain'd of 
any Indifpofition, began on the 14th of February 
173 1. to feel in the Night-time fome Difficulty of 
making Water, attended with a Smarting about the 
Glans •, which however did not hinder him from at- 
tending his Bufinefs as before. 

On the 28th of March 1732. the faid Vaffe was 
feiz'd in the Night with a true Ifchuria, which 
cruelly tormented him. I was fent for on the 29th 
in the Evening, to fearch him, and to draw off the 
Urine. I drew accordingly fix Cups, each contain- 
ing one Pint and a Quarter. The Patient found im- 
mediate Eafe, and continued without Pains or Fever, fo 
that he thought himfelf intirely cured. But the Night 
following the Pains return'd, which made him refolve 
to come to Lijle, to be nearer at Hand to be founded : 
He came on the 30th of March aforefaid j and had his 
Water drawn off regularly every Day, Morning and 
Evening, till the 1 fth of April next, during all which 
Time the Patient fuffer'd no Pains, did not fall away, 
nor had any Symptoms of Sicknefs upon him. 

On the 1 fth of April, being the third Day of 
Rafter Holidays, he flipped with his ufual Appetite ; 
but half an Hour after Supper, he was feized with a 
violent making Fit, which lafted a full Hour, upon 
which a burning Fever enfued, attended with an un- 
quenchable Thirft, with great Head-ach, and an ex- 
traordinary Reftleffnefs. 

, In this Condition I found the Patient about Eight in 
the Evening, being the Hour I ufually went to found 
him. I immediately prepar'd myfelf to draw off his 
Water, according to Cuftom, thinking thereby to pro- 
cure 
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cure him fomc Eafe. Till then the Catheter had 
enter'd without any Obftacle ; but this time, upon my 
pufhing it into the Bladder, I felt a Stone which ob- 
ftru&ed its Paflage. I turn'd the Catheter to the Left, 
and Hit upon one of the Branches of the Stone, which 
you have with this in a Print engrav'd by Order of the 
Marquis de Caumont, from the Stone itfelf, which I had 
fent him {See the Fig. in the Ta B.ftrejtx'd.] In order 
to know whether there was not another Stone, I 
drew the Catheter a little back, turning it to the Right, 
which was done without any Difficulty ; and having 
pufhed it in again, I met with another Branch of the 
fame Stone, which I took for a Stone different from 
the former, and concluded then, that I had found 
feveral Stones in the Patient's Bladder •> and that if the 
bad Symptoms which appear 'd, fhould continue any 
longer, there was no Probability of his recovering. 
Accordingly, the Hiccough coming upon him on the 
20th, and the other Symptoms not difcontinuing, he 
died on the 28th. The Stone was taken out four 
Hours after his Death, in the Prefence of M. Granet 
the Curate, M. Cafari a Burgher of this Town, and 
two of my Apprentices. 

The extraordinary Figure of this Stone will be of 
no great Ufe for praftical Surgery ; but it may fur- 
nifh Matter of much Reafoning for Philofophers, to 
know how it could be form'd in the Bladder, and yet 
not be troublefome to the Patient for fo long a Time ; 
what it may be that has given it fo particular a Figure, 
and fo regularly fhaped. For my own Part, I do not 
queftion but it was fufpended in the Bladder of the 
Patient, where it might be framed by the Urine j the 
dried membraneous Filaments, which are ftill per- 
ceived 



C 374 3 

ceived on the Extremities of fome of the Branches, 
are anew Proof of this Conje&ure. The Stone hap- 
pening afterwards to loofen itfelf, may have occa- 
sioned to the Patient all thofe Symptoms that befel 
him at laft, and afterwards Death itfelf. This Opinion 
may appear extraordinary to able Lithotomifts, and I 
willingly fubmit it to their better Underftaning. 

Salietiy Surgeon. 



VI. Sir Hans Sloane, Bart. 1*r. R. S. his 
jinfwer to the Marquis de Caumont's 
Letter, concerning this Stone $ tranflated 
from the Latin by Tho. Stack, M. 2). ivR.S. 

My LOR<D, 

I Am extremely obliged for the Favour of yoirr 
Lordfhip's Letter, and the inclofed Figure and Ac- 
count of a Stone taken out of the Bladder j which is 
fo lingular, that among fome Hundreds of thofe in 
my Poffeffion, I have not any that comes near it. 
Once indeed I had under my Care a Gentleman be- 
tween fixty and feventy Years of Age, who had extra- 
ordinary Difficulties in making Water, and an Incon- 
veniency even beyond that ; which was, that he could 
not fit in an ordinary Chair without fuffering ex- 
tremely in the Region of the Teritonaum. With the 
Help of lenient foft Medicines and Waters, he voided 
by the Urethra a Stone, which was flat in the Middle, 
.and fmooth, but had five Points, refembling the Rowel 
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